Statement: Air pollution is a serious and severe problem in Vietnam nowadays, which directly affects human health and environment, especially threats to sustainability. 

What do you think the causes are? What solutions can you suggest?
According to global air quality rankings, Vietnamese air quality ranks 131 out of 188 nations due to an ever-increasing problem of air pollution(Abigail, 2023). To tackle this issue, we need to figure out two main causes of it which are industrialization and exhaust fumes from vehicles, and two reasonable solutions for this issue are pollution control devices installation and the replacement to public transport. 
Firstly, the growth of industry is considered as the main culprit of air pollution. Every day, industries and factories emit a large amount of smoke, dust,  and high levels of chemicals, carbon dioxide into the air and these poisonous gases will destroy the ozone layer which is protecting us from the UV Rays. The International Monetary Fund (2018)  mentioned that Vietnam is among the top ten countries affected by air pollution: in large cities and industrial zones, levels of fine particulate matter are much above safe levels and comparable to those of China. Greenhouse gas emissions are expected to double between 2010 and 2020 and triple by 2030. In fact, most of factories in Vietnam do not have exhaust treatment systems or treatment systems are not guaranteed, so the harmful emissions such as carbon dioxide, methane, etc are discharged directly into the air, affecting to atmosphere and causing air pollution. To address this cause, the government has to enact laws on environmental protection. Moreover, the factories have to be required to inspect, install treatment systems, and adopt laws to regulate emissions. The Natural Resources and Environment departments were urged to assist production facilities in installing automatic emission monitors, with all collected data evaluated on a daily basis (Khoa, 2021). In addition, The Ministry of Industry and Trade (MOIT) issues regulations for specific industries and conducts inspections. This system is replicated at the local government level through subsidiary offices of the three ministries (Tran, 2022). Vietnam’s 2014 Environmental Law (55/2014/QH13) also contains air quality management requirements, including point source registration, emissions inventory and installation of continuous emission monitoring systems for the biggest stationary source emitters (Tran, 2022). 
Secondly, it is true that exhaust fumes from vehicles are a major cause of air pollution as they contain a relatively high proportion of pollutants, especially in urban and densely populated areas. In Vietnam, there are an estimated 1.5 million vehicles on the road, which contributes to approximately 30% of air pollution in the country (Abigail, 2023). According to the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment (2016), the main contributor to air pollution in Vietnam is rapid motorization, with road-traffic activities taking up a mount of emissions ( Drew, et al, 2023). Ho Chi Minh City has nearly 10 million motorbikes and personal cars,  and the figure in Hanoi is nearly 7 million. Many newly constructed wide roads are still congested during rush hours (Thang, 2021). Thus, the most effective way of reducing air pollution is to try to further encourage the use of public transport, such as subways and buses, as they effectively produce a smaller quantity of pollutants, which in turn is less likely to impact the air quality. Former Deputy Chief of the National Office on Sustainable Development of the Ministry of Planning and Investment, Dr. Nguyen Duc Thang (2021) pointed out several traffic paradoxes in Vietnam, saying that the rate of private vehicles in Vietnam is higher than the rate of public transport. Therefore, Hanoi’s government encourages local residents to ride buses instead of their private vehicles to contribute to reducing CO2 emissions into the environment(Kiet & Cong, 2020). Moreover, the Management Authority of Urban Railways in Ho Chi Minh City has reported that the city’s first metro line is 91% complete, and the city government is planning to build a further eight metro, monorail, and light rail projects, with work due to begin in 2022(Preston, 2022). 
In conclusion, industrialization and emissions from vehicles are two vital reasons of air pollution. To limit these issues, citizens and the government should take effective measures to reduce emissions to the environment, such as enacting more environmental protection laws and using public transport. 
